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*DOLGOCH® DEPARTS
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This drawing by Mr.d.M.Lloyd, taken from the official

, photograph, shows the veteran locomotive being loaded
on to the road vehiecle =t Wharf; No.3, “Sir Haydn,"
pashes her up the Temporary inelined track. The newly-
arrived "Douglas® can be seen on the left.
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The illustration shows Down train at Pendre Station,
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ames and/e
G

with O=4=0WT comoti i
[ O ypy T £
MO RTH-WEST AREA NEWS
Pragticnlly every ros3on hss beell given why working
partizs at Towyn have beenn small during June, July =ani

pusust - holidays, Waplks Picnica, Mother-in-laew, Jury
Duty, Overtime......and Yhe weather hiag nog Du=h by g
ful.eithew. Can we =im -for bumber partice this Autumn
and Winter? We sbill wave memories of the peeord AD
bodies on the job last Scptember. M though you will find
4 list of Adates for fortheoming Neuk-cnds in this lgsue,
you e¢an have The Prografulc in handy form by sending a
244 stamped, sulf-addresscd envelope o this addrgas for
s ecapy of the Area's Fixture Card, which lists all an-
gagenents Wp ta May, 1955, and gives addregses and o
(cont'd over)
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the venerable "Dolgoch" during the latter's wvisit to
Qldbury. The newest arrival (steam) "Douglas" has, of
course, been in service, and seems to be a very
capable engine, albeit suffering from inevitable
teething troubles, mostly connected with injeetors.

The title "newest arrival" really belings to No.T,
known wariously as the "Flying Flea", Charlie's Ant,
and other nicknames. This is a very competent little
internal combustion Mereury tractor, fitted with a
small four-wheeled bogie and flanged driving wheels.
Although this vehiele has not taken part in normal
traffic operations, it is proving very useful indeed
in connexion with engineering work.

lNoe3, "Sir Haydn," surprssed herself on Yednesday
afternoon, 23rd June, itaking two bogie coaches, four
A-wheelers and the Van, with 164 pasasengers, unaided
to Abergynolwyn. No trouble was experienced in keep-
ing strictly to time.

The two new bogie coaches havé naturally been most
useful, and :re very smooth-riding vehicles indeed.
They gseem to be popular with the passengers, which
iz a good thing but hardly surprising when one com-
pares their dignified progress with the undulating,
galleon-1like movementa of the four-wheelers on the
un-relaid porticns of the track. In eontrast, the
ill-gtarred "covered" Penrhyn ecoach, Mo.7, still
eontinues to defy all attempts to make it one hun-
dred percent roadworthy, and is banished to the
eripple siding behind Ne,l.

=F 5 S F LSS e e e

BANKING ASSISTAMNCE RECQUIRED
A NOTE FROIX THE HONORARY TREASURER

The appalling Summer hes wrought havoc up and down
the country, =nd our Hailway has not eacaped the
effects. The traffic receipts so far are barely £60
above last year, and catering profits are also de-
pressed. The position might not be sc serious had
not certain commitments been entered into in antiei-
patisn of inereased traffic receipts and catering
profits. It will be noted that no Special Appeal
has been made this year to finance the Army Re-
laying scheme. The approximate cost of the mater-
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ials used in this connexion is £300.

During ench of the preceding seasons, considerable
numbers c¢f potential fare-paying passengers were
left behind =2t Wharf and-it was expected that in-
creased receipts would go a long way towerds the cost
of providing the two new coachesz, whieh, in total,
amount to £400. -

Additional paid staff to improve operating effic-
iency =nlso acecount for inereased outgoings, whiech
will amount to £400 for a full ye=r.

It will be seen, therefore, thnt thsre iz likely to
be: a deficiency of some £1100, cof which 2700 are
attributable to revenue, and which falls to be mnde
up between now and the end of the Company and Society
year, pnd a8 operating will seon be nt an end, *this
can only be sorrected by the Members themselwes, -~nd
through addition-] enreolments. It ig not praetic-ble,
or at any rate not desirnble, fto esrry forward any of
thig deficit ngninst next yew's subgeription income,
g it is f=1t that this must be earmsrked for the
considerabls re-laying programme wideh the Ministry
of Transport Inapeector has recommended us to carry
out during the coming Winter.

Cn behnlf of the Committee, moy I urge all Members
1o rally round and send us n special donnticn, the
very maximum they can nfford. To tiicse liembers who
have not yet renewed their 1954 subscription, way I
appeal to them for a prompt response, =2nd finally, to
any who nre disposed to raise money on hehalf of the
Society by activities not necesparily connected there-—
with, may I say that the proceeds will be equally
gratefully received.

_____ e T e T e e e _————

ACCOMMODATION LISTS As it is hoped that there will

_ be many large working parties at
Towyn this Winter, we would remind members that Lists
of suitable sccommodation at Towyn, =nd copies of
Instruetions to Volunteers, can be obtained on request
from Mr.R.W.Tippetts, 255; Warwick Road, Olton,
BIRMINGHAM, 27. Plense send s.1iie. and stite when you
expect to be at Towyn if possible. If anyone wishes
%o recommend other accommodntion for inclusion ongthe
liat will he or she kindly forword details to
Mr.Tippetta.
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A SUGGCEZTION

Since working down at Towyn I've often wondered how in
feaven's name fthe good old T.R. could extend.

So ligten here a minute - there miy be something in it,
And don't sny "Oh, he's going round the bend.*

The average thinking chap, when looking 4t our map
Will doubtless say "Now just where ecould we zo?

“i"ith the hills at Aber G, and at t'other end the sen,
"Our limit is some seven miles or so.®

iow plense don't think I'm daft,

Bat with just » Llittle craft,

‘nd o modiecum of sense, sauce, thought ~nd care,
I'm sure we'll overcome it

And you'll say “Good Lord, he's done it

"This is the ~nawer to the Mwiden's Praver."

At Wharf the B.R.rails (with proper Chairs, not "n-ails")
Seem to streteh out to the digtnce, straight and true,
Though the gauge 1s not guite ours,
‘Why don't we get Running Fowers
7o that T.R.9tock can utilise them too?
[f they'd only let old "I'op" put
Jne more rail inside the four-foot
(See diagram helow = our rail marked "Bv),
I'm sure there's nothing to it if they'd only let us do it
e work to Paddington from Aber G.

To permit this plen to funetion,

At the Tharf we'd need a Junetion,

And possibly another engine erew.

A1l would be thrilled, I guess, if the Cambrian Const

Prsged Dovey hauled by T.R. No.2. Lxpress
Diagram

A {".R. B (T.R.) e
Bl 27" e @
- 418&1: -

POS‘

Though this poetry is crude, at least it isn't rude,
It's only meant for T.R.P.S. men.

In case reception's chilly
snd you think it's ruddy silly,

I'1l sign myself, Yours truly, "R.C.N.®
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CARDS Two new photo-gards are now available, No.26

ghows "Dolgogh" alone =t Wharf, immedintely
tefore removal to Oldbury: No.27 shows "Douglas" on
the same oecasion shortly after being delivered at
Towyn and placed con Talyllyn rails. Each card is 44
All cards in this series are very populsr and it isg
a4 pity we einnot get more subjects right away, but
we want the cards to' be right up-to-date and are
awniting one or two alterations and improvements
which some of our good friends are working on, before
extending the series. A good solc view of No.3, fit-
ted with buffers, is in hand, and there will be a
8imiler one of No.4 when buffers have been added.
Some alterations are being made to the new couching
stock, nnd when these =re complete =dditional photo-
£raphs will be Taken.

The gepin ecnrds are nearly sold out,; and the guides
are selling so well that it locks as if we shall wang
ihe 1955% edition much earlier than usual.

_ Orders for calendnra, 2/- each, post free, are com-
ing in well and we hope to have these available in
Mld-nutumn. Those ordering will be ndvised when to
send cngh. _

FPILM STRIPS Pleuse note that copies of Ho.1l Film
Strip (monochrome) and No.2 (eolour),
T/6d =«nd 1T7/6d respectively, should now be cbtnined
from Mr.T.W.Robertson, 23 Portway, Ewell, Surrey, and
not from the Hon.Publicity Officer. I you are order-
ing a film strip and reguire other items at ths sanme
trwe, Mr.Robertson can supply them, but in general
you c¢an obtain the other items from the Hon.Publicity
Officer as before.

Hon,Publieity Officer: Mr,.R.K.Cope, "Brynglas,"
Beckman Road, Fedmore, Stourbridge, Worcs.
% ¥

PRESS RELATIONS Mr.J.M.Dloyd having kindly consented
to act as Press Relatians Officer,
it ig for members to see that he is supplied with
Plenty of information to send out. It has been found
that many local papers will not publigh news about
The Railway unless it can be coupled with some local
intereat. Any member who has any leoezl "pull" or who
enn suggeat any particul-r leocal intereat in the
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operntion of the line, or in econnexion with the rolling
stock, ete., is asked to write, with details of the
paper concerned, and any advice he can give of the best
way of getting news-items ingerted therein. Now that we
have additional rolling stock in use we can always
cater for more passengers during the season - and we
can always do with more members.

Wirite to: Mr.J.M.Lloyd, 53 Horwood Road,

Stretford, Manchester.

(Yes, that'a right, Wr.Lloyd is the "News's" tame art-
igt - Ed)

* ® %

See London Area lotes for announecements =bout Filma,
Badges, CUnr Badges, Christmas Cards nnd Rule Bouoks.

YrLii.G.D.FPary, of Bristol, writes: "is one of my
hobbies is connected with maps, I thought that some
T.R.F.S, members might be interested in two of the
maps which show the T.H. =274 its gavironment.

The firct Is to the seale of 1:25,000, or "ahout
23 inches to One MMila,* Normally the T.R., would pe on
two square sheets, but very conveniently the Ordnance
Survey have made it inte one sheet (At ro extra charge).
Becauze of this the railway ig spproximately in the
centre 2f the gheet. The prices for thig sheet, whwse
numbey is 2% Incl, Sheet 23/60 (+ part of Sh.50) =are:-

Paper, flat: 2/6d4. Folded: 4/64.
Mounted & Folded: 6/04.

The second map is suitzble for those who want =
smaller scale, but a larger area., This is the new
edition of the One Inch mep, publighed within the last
year or two, This is Sheet 127 (Aberystwyth) and cozts:

Paper, flat: 3/-. Folded 4/-.
Mounted & Folded: 6/64.
Also available mounted in sections and folded, at
about 12/0d.

I hope soon to have some information about the
larger scale maps and plans of the distriet, and will
pzss this on t0 members in due course.™
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10 DIVMERSICN

On the way down an entertaining mishap.......oceurred.
Diksxx Pawx, wenring an L.U,T, het; was riding on ths
bvack of Charlie's Ant when he fell asleep, and fell
off, head firet, in a most graceful manner; he Jjust
rplieﬂ over, his feet'shot up in the air, and he was
over the side, There were shouts of "Man Overboard!”
. ahd we stopped whilst he, now fully awake and luckily
unhurt, got back and continued his journey, on a wagon.
' ¥ % % ° = John Slater's Newsletter.

Snateh of a promising~sounding poem heard outside the
White Hall Hotel: - e

ip gloud of nteam was @ll they sawes s
: The slow approach of Number Foulw..."”
Believed composed B
whilst bahy ait-
ting =t Bryn-
glas. But |
really,Vernon,
you szhouldn%.
try to rhyme
MEARM i
"FOUR." A%
isn't
done.

——.-_L.__._.....-.m-—-r _L' £, -' . . - “*-.-; W .ﬂmﬂd;

"Agtually, I'm new here too, but I don't think
they'd really mind if you honked instead.”



ENGINEERING NEWS 1

Locomotives No.l, "Talyllyn," remains under the "barn,"
somewhat cleaner and brighter, but ather-
wise unchanged. '

No.2, "Dolgoch;" 1s now in Oldbury, where she will
remain for a considerasble time, undergoing a major over-
haul. Preliminary examination has revenled that the old
engine is not in such bad condition as had been feared.
We hope to Zive a more detailed report in due course.

Apart from the misghap to her pony truck, which put her
out of commission for about a week, No.3, "Sir Haydn,"
has suffered only from the ususl minor ailments, broken
springs and the like, and has done her share of the
year's work well. She has recently been fitted with the
T.R. "gstandard" pattern of oval-head buffer; these have
greatly enhaneced her appearunece.

No.4, "Edward Thomas," after an uneventful summer, has
been taken out of service for attention to the bearings.
This engine will alsc be Fitted with standard buffers
when certain other alterations have been made.

No.6, "Douglas;" arrived by road, =nd after a short
period of trouble with injectors has been in normal
service. This is a very ple asant little engine, with a
most commodious znd comforteble eab; her very short
wheelbase calls for care in negotiating some of the
worat un-relaid porticns cf the track

The Mercury Traector, Nu.T7, has been converted to burn
paraffin in place of petrol. This is a most useful
vehicle, although very prone to violent slipping under a
heavy load. This, it is hoped, will be improved when the
differential gear ls pinned up solid.

Holling Stock The two new bogie coaches are a great
attraction to the publie, even in bad
weather. An entirely new compartmented body is under
construction in Pendre shops: this will be used instead
of the present pair of open Penrhyn bodies (unless
finances permit the purchase of & third underframe -
this, unfortunately, is by no means certain).

The Talyllyn comnch known as "Limping Lulu" has had to
be withdrawn from service with a broken axlebox.

Little has been done to the wagon stock this summer.
A number of new N.W.Area underframes are on hand, and a
little demnlition work has been done on derelict wagons.
pont'd over
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Some ironwork has been salvaged and axleboxes re-
mgtelled, ready for the new underframes.

Permanent Way A diagram of relaying progress appears
on pages B and 9 of this issue, and
from this it will be seen that the relaying approaches
half the total amount. The un-relzid portions have,
however, deteriorated very much this year, with the
heavier traffic and continuous rain. It is safe to sey
that priority will be given to this work durinz the
coming winter. A guasntity of exeellent rail is now
being obtained from Nungaton, and iidland Area Working
Parties ar: belng organised for lifting and sorting.

Civil Engincering Work continues on the re-guttering
of the station buildirgs, and a
%uantity of surplus B.R. s%stion sizns hon bgen ch-
ained nad is being modified to suit our vequircments,

Communicmticons The extremely wel weather hnas caused
geveral telephone failurus, but the
werk of putting the wires on poles is proeceding well,
and should obviate this trouble. The wires are now
"poled® up te theé vieinity of Brynglas.

Army Relaying The Territorial Avmy Re-laying Party

have this year completed some 25 chains
south from Abergynolwyn. This has been dong with rail
of fairly heavy section and is complets with ballast.
It looks and rides very well indeed. They =lso
strengthened the little one-arech bridge below Dolgoch
Eiaﬂuct. zo that it ig now secure.

. . S . e T . e S e s S, A o S S S s B i e A e

LCNDON T HOME COUNTIES
AREA NEWS

"M.E." Exhibition Once agnin our thanks are due to
those who gave up their time to

act as stewards at the Horticultural Hall, and enabled
us to make sales of publieity items amounting to just
over £70. One feam in particular excelled itself with
saleg of nearly £20 in one day. A pity it could not be
kept up, but this show does not draw the "railway
types" so much 28 the M.R.C. exhibition.

(cont'd over)
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LONDON AREA NEWS (CONTINUED)
Aren Businegs Meeting Thie is being held at the
Railway Clearing Hcouse, 203,
Eversholt Street, N.W.l (near Euston Station) on 19th
November, at 7 pm prompt. A bookstall selling latest
broductions will be in operation from 6.30 pm. In par-
ticular all those interested in the Transport Bureau,
gither ss drivers or passengers, are asked to meet if
possible before the meeting opens, and see whe ther
this service can be made more effective and make some
recommendations to9 the main mecsting. It is hoped that
the meeting will finish early enough for the latest
photographs of this seagon's developments at Towyn 1o
he shown on the screen. If you were unable to attend
the specilal meeting at Towyn on 25th September, this
is your opportunity tov pnt your point of view and
iuesticns. Any matters of poliey or similar items
should be put in writing tc the Area Secretary, so
that they ean be given a definite space in the pro-
Zramme .

Transpert In answer to our appeal last quarter, a van
was forthcoming in the N.E. aﬁd E. of
London, but there ig still need for either a wan or
utili4ty in the other parts, particularly the E.E.
Cars are ussful but are not always quite suitable for
the transport of the larger layout. It is emphasised
that such tranaport may not be called for even once a
Year,

Volunteers for Rail Lifting Anyone interested in

af Nuneaton giving even one waek-
end for work at Nun-
eaton, helping to lift the rail for use at Towyn,
should apply to the Area Secretary, who will then sd-
vise them when a party is going down. It may be more
practical to do just s Sunday day trip down, and so
avoid accommodation difficulties. Please advise which
scheme you are prepared to support.

Working FParties, Towyn These will be organised when-
ever possible, so if you are
prepared to go to Towyn for a week-end at any time,
(make the date flexible if you can) then please ad-
vise Mr.J.N.8later, 14 Castellc Avenue, Putney, SW.L15,
and he will do hig best. A smgll party did go down
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tc Towyn over Auzust Bank Holiday, but not nearly
enough.
Hembership It is hoped that the Area will maintain
100% renewals, and anyone who has by over-
sight or otherwise ROT renswed his subseription for
the eurrent yesr iz asked to reply promptly to the
Treasurer's letter, In addition, =n Area sim has been
for each member to recruit one Turther member. If
you would like a small supply of leaflsts,; plsase ask
for same, sending in s.a.e.
Correspondence When writing to the Arsa Secretary or
sther member az above,6 plonse gquote
memberghip card number and enclos¢ s.3.e. Reguests
(and eash!) for publicity itcms ean be sent with
letters to the Arca Seerstary, who holds stecks of all
items, This will save you postage. Individual offers
of help at Towyn, .parit from worllog parties, should
be made direet to Towyn, or to Mr,Faulkner.

Filmstripa All orders for filogtrips should be sent
to T.".Robertscu. T7/6 for No.l and 17/6
for No.2 (eolour). Strips are in tins, accompanied by
éﬂg:u& A1T bad dered | but
adzes A badses aordered have been despatched, bu
ecan still be gupplicd at 2/6 .ach (stud or
brooch), plus postage. IT you have HOT received badge
orderud carlier, pleas¢ advise London Area Seeretary.
Rule Books may bz obtained from Arca Secretary, price
1/-, plus postage.
Car Badges Enguiries have bucn rceeived Tor these,
and 1t is found that a Chrome & Vitreous
Enanel badge would be about 30/- whilst an aluminium
and painted enamel type would be sbout 20/- Anyone
Interested iz asked to send their promise to support
the scheme to T.W.Rebertson, who will, if numbers
Juatify it, place the order and request cash from
memberas in due course.
lémm Filmg Copies of the film taken by John Snell,
the Soeciety's official film and the three
extracts from T,V. newsreel are available on payment
of a deposit of £1 per film plus 10/- hiring fee.
Deposit returnable if film returned within 3 days of
gshowing. South of line Aberystwyth-Southwold only
(except first film) from London Area Secretarye

Area Seeretary: T.W.Robertson, 23 Portway, Ewell,
Surrev.

o
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illustration by
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will be awvail-
able this year.
The card will
be white, of
course, and th
printing eithir
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timeg) should be qrnb a8 early as possinle © Hr.!.n.kwh-
ertson, 23 Portway, Ewell, Surrcy. DBon't 1« t to
gtate colour required.
The 1llustration shows “'w tra*n ot Pendre Station,
with O=4-OWT locomotive "Dolgoch™, about 1870.
(Copyrizht)
NC FiTI—I WEST AREA NEWS
cticnlly every reason has beun ,‘;J_';. n why worlking

ﬁ,rTlr, at Towyn have been qn lL during June, July and
August - holidays, Works I'icnicgg, Mother-in-law, dJury
Puty, Overtime......and the weathexr has not been e Lp—
ful-edithey. -Can wergim for bumper parties this Autumn
and Winter? We still have memories of the record 45
bodies on the job last September. Although you will Tind
a list of dates for fortheoming Weck-ends in thie issue,
you can have the progremme in handy form by sending s
2%d ztamped, sclf-pddressed envelope to this address for
a copy of the Area‘'s Pixture Tard, which iisis gll en-—
gagenents up to May, 1995, and gives addresgses and gen-
(cont'd over)



THE 1554 SEASON

& SURVEY of the 1954 Running Season is probsbly
best commenced by including statistics to show
what concrete progress, if any, is being made. The
following table shows the Talyllyn Railway Traffic
Receipts for this year, with figures showing the
comparative weeks for the two previocus years.

DATE (Week 1954 1953 1952
Ending) ! iy £ . £
May 28th 16 4 NIL
June 4th 33 2 36
* 11lth 57 45 41
" 18th 47 36 38
" 25th 47 43 38
July 2nd 49 30 55
" 9th 50 22 41
" 16th 59 46 58
" 23rd 64 68 61
" 30%th 120 145 116
Aug, 6th 156 129 95
" 13th 137 137 97
" 20th 110 135 g2

From the above it will be seen that for the first
two weeks of July very considerable advances were
made over last year, when the Army Scheme compelled
us toe restriet running beyond Brynsglas, whereas
this year we were able to run on to Dolgoch. The
cumilative increase of £85 achieved by July l6th
has dropped back to £58, because of the very dis-
appointing returns in the peak weeks of July 30th
and fugust 20th.

Had the weather been a little more civilised this
year it is certain that the story would have been
vaatly different. Additions to the rolling stock,
together with the revised timetable, have given a
much greater passenger-carrying capacity, =and, in-
deed, an all-time record was set up on one day in
August without any undue overcrowding.

Ranning has been full of interest. The two ex-
Corris engines, Noz.3 and 4, have had to handle the
peak periocd on thelr own, without the =assistance of



